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Arqiva Limited 
Statement of Common Ground

1. Purpose of the Statement of Common Ground

This Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) has been prepared to confirm to the Examining 
Authority where agreement has been reached and where agreement has not been reached 
between National Grid and Arqiva Limited regarding communications network interfaces in 
relation to the proposed Norwich to Tilbury Project.

This final signed version of the SoCG has been submitted at Examination Deadline 7.

2. Parties to the SoCG

This SoCG has been prepared by National Grid and Arqiva Limited.

3. Summary of matters under discussion

matters which are under discussion, together with a deadline by which such matters are 
expected to be resolved. 

SoCG ID Summary of matter under discussion Deadline for resolution

Impacts of proposed pylon network on Radio 
Broadcast Links and Super High Frequency
(SHF) Links operated by Arqiva Limited. 

Engagement to continue 
through detailed design

4. Background

4.1 Description of the Project/Development

voltage electricity transmission network throughout England and Wales. The transmission 
network connects the power from where it is generated to the regional Distribution Network 
Operators who then supply businesses and homes.

National Grid holds the Transmission Licence for England and Wales, and its statutory duty is to 
develop and maintain an efficient, coordinated and economical system of electricity 
transmission and to facilitate competition in the generation and supply of electricity, as set out in 
the Electricity Act 1989.
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The
energy generation in East Anglia and by reinforcing the transmission network.

The Project comprises reinforcement of the transmission network between the existing Norwich 
Main Substation in Norfolk and Tilbury Substation in Essex, via Bramford Substation, the new 
East Anglia Connection Node (EACN) Substation and the new Tilbury North Substation.

The reinforcement is needed because the existing transmission network, even with current 
upgrading, will not have sufficient capacity for the new renewable energy (a substantial 
proportion of which would be generated by offshore wind) that is expected to connect to the 
network over the next 10 years and beyond. Completion of the Project, together with other new 
reinforcements across the country, will meet this future energy transmission demand both in 
East Anglia and across the UK.

The Project is a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP), and National Grid is seeking 
development consent under statutory procedures set by government. NSIPs are projects of 
certain types, over a certain size, which are considered by the government to be of national 
importance, hence permission to build them needs to be given at a national level, by the 
relevant Secretary of State (in this case the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net 
Zero). Instead of applying to the local authority for planning permission, the developer must 
apply to the Planning Inspectorate for a Development Consent Order (DCO) that would grant 
development consent.

National Grid has submitted an application for development consent to the Planning 
Inspectorate. The Examining Authority (consisting of five examining inspectors), after a period of 
public examination, will make their recommendation to the Secretary of State for Energy 
Security and Net Zero, who in turn will decide on whether development consent should be 
granted for the Project.

The Project is identified as critical to delivering a network which supports the clean power 
pathways for 2030 delivery.

The Planning Act 2008 places duties on National Grid as the Applicant for development consent
to consult with prescribed or affected persons as well as to take account of responses to 
consultation and publicity. In accordance with these statutory requirements, National Grid has 
undertaken two non-statutory and one statutory consultation to inform its proposals, with further 
targeted consultations.

5. Stakeholder Interests

Arqiva Limited are a critical national infrastructure operator, managing the digital terrestrial 
television (DTT) network and broadcast radio network. Amongst other things, this is achieved 
through the point to point transmission of digital and radio broadcast signals. Following a 
technical assessment undertaken by Arqiva Limited, seven potential individual interfaces 
between the Norwich to Tilbury Project and Arqiva Limited assets have been identified:
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Pylon Arqiva Link Assessment

RG48 Pylon located 30m from Tacolneston to Mendlesham link path

Talconeston: X 613050, Y 295721

Mendlesham: X 612280, Y - 264150

RG132 Pylon located almost directly underneath the path of link Mendlesham to 
Thetford

Mendlesham: X 612280, Y 264150

Thetford: X 586540, Y - 284050

JC33 Pylon located almost directly underneath the path of link Sudbury to Warren 
Heath

Sudbury: X 593138, Y 237650

Warren Heath: X 619635, Y - 242544

TB61 Pylon located 40m north of link path between Braintree Grid and Manningtree

Braintree Grid: X 577465, Y 221782

Manningtree: X 312296, Y - 229546

TB62 Pylon located 30m south of link path between Braintree Grid and Manningtree

Braintree Grid: X 577465, Y 221782

Manningtree: X 312296, Y - 229546

TB66 Pylon located 15m east of link path between Great Braxted and Sudbury

Great Braxted: X 591318, Y 237650

Sudbury: X 587017, Y - 214949

RG196 Approx 36m from Sudbury to Somersham RBL

Sudbury: X 587078, Y 237650

Somersham: X 608600, Y - 249230
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